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This sounds much better for everybody. I see the justice department folding
before corporate terrorists.

George Frick

frick@intsve.com

Red Hat Proposes to Enhance Microsoft Settlement Offer By Providing Open Source
Software to All U.S. School Districts

Open Source leader proposes to provide software to every school district

in the

United States if Microsoft provides computing hardware for the 14,000 poorest
school districts

RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, N.C.2(BUSINESS WIRE)?Nov. 20, 2001?Red Hat, Inc.
(Nasdaq:RHAT - news) today proposed an alternative to the settlement announced
today of the class-action lawsuit against Microsoft. Red Hat offered to provide
open-source software to every school district in the United States free of

charge, encouraging Microsoft to redirect the money it would have spent on
software into purchasing more hardware for the 14,000 poorest school districts.
Under the Red Hat proposal, by removing Microsoft's higher-priced

software from

the settlement equation, Microsoft could provide the school districts

with many

more computers--greatly extending the benefits Microsoft seeks to

provide school

districts with their proposed settlement.

Microsoft had proposed that, in settlement of class-action claims of
price-gouging, the company donate computer hardware, software and

support to

14,000 poor school districts throughout the United States. Under the proposed
settlement, a substantial part of the value provided to schools would be

in the

form of Microsoft software.

The Red Hat's alternative proposal includes the following:

Microsoft redirects the value of their proposed software donation to the purchase
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of additional hardware for the school districts. This would increase the number
of computers available under the original proposal from 200,000 to more

than one

million, and would increase the number of systems per school from approximately
14 to at least 70.

Red Hat, Inc. will provide free of charge the open-source RedHat Linux operating
system, office applications and associated capabilities to any school

system in

the United States.

Red Hat will provide online support for the software through the Red Hat
Network.

Unlike the Microsoft proposal, which has a five-year time limit at which

point

schools would have to pay Microsoft to renew their licenses and upgrade

the software,

the Red Hat proposal has no time limit. Red Hat will provide software

upgrades

through the Red Hat Network online distribution channel.
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